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Inside this issue: 

Much has happened over the last couple of months in the RV 

industry with both Monaco Coach Corporation and Fleetwood 

joining the many other RV companies that have either gone out of 

business or have gone into Chapter 11 reorganization during the 

past year.  There are lots of implications to us as owners but one 

bright spot is the increased focus on "owners helping owners" which 

 emerged in view of diminished or non-existent manufacturer support.  See my 

article on page 6 for more about this. 

 Alexis and I finally made it to a Monaco International pre-rally!  Frankly we were a 

little disappointed that with all going on in the industry and the economy in general 

it would likely not be the same as we'd heard about.  But we were very pleasantly 

surprised in Moultrie!  Although there were no Monaco techs present and a few 

planned Monaco seminar sessions were canceled, there was little other evidence 

of reduced corporate support.  The Monaco International club and its volunteers 

rose to the occasion and put on a wonderful rally that exceeded our expectations.  

And of course it was great to see so many of our MNE members in attendance.   

 We went on to the FMCA Convention in Perry which also was great, even though 

we suffered a major invasion of tiny ants!  Chatting with vendors at both rallies it 

seems that despite the overall economy, they were doing well.  That bodes well for 

their continued participation in upcoming major rallies.   

 That leads me to mention the next Monaco International pre-rally which as you 

know is being hosted by our own Carol and Riley Williams.  It will be held in 

Springfield Ohio, July 14 - 17.  More information is on pages 3 and 12.  Many 

MNE'ers will be among the volunteers and I hope we will have a record breaking 

MNE attendance.  Carol and Riley promise a real blowout in celebration of MI's 

Silver Anniversary!   

 Our own MNE rally season is about to kick-off with the Great Lake George Get 

Away, May 14 - 17.  If you haven't already signed up it's not too late to contact one 

of the co-hosts, either Jeff Sweet or Alexis and me.  A revised schedule is included 

on page 13 and on the website.  Please note a business meeting is scheduled 

for Saturday evening.  Full details are on the website or you have gotten then in 

the mail if you do not have an internet ID.  Don't miss out on this fun filled rally 

weekend!   

 Phil Halloran tells me that he expects to have some additional rally news soon, 

and we are still looking for more volunteers to host a 2009 or 2010 rally.  So stay 

tuned.  Hope to see many of you in just a couple of weeks at the Lake George 

rally.  Safe travels! 

 Rich  
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Contact Rally Coordinator 

Phil  Halloran 

Cell Phone: 860-833-6393 

Home Phone:  413-525-7888 

E-Mail:  halloranp@charter.net 

 6 Overlook Drive  

E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Hi Everyone! 
 

OK, youôre never going to believe this one..  
I have another NEW job.  Thatôs right; I am 
now a resident of Pittsburgh, PA.  After two 
months in the South I received a fantastic 
job offer to go to PIT.  So, Skip came down 
to Columbus and drove the coach to PIT.  I 
have been there a month now and am enjoying every day.  
My job is at a bank, PNC that just bought National City.  Itôs a 
one year contract to help them get converted and make 
some critical recommendations.  PNC is a little behind the 
times but the people are just fantastic and the building that I 
work in is a new óGREENô building.  The commute is a little 
tough but I donôt let it get to me. 

 

Now, on to Club newsé  We lost 23 members for 
unpaid dues.  That is really a lot of you to lose.  Our total 
membership is now at 98 coaches.  Letôs try and make this a 
very active 98 coaches.  I hope to see you at least once this 
year, somewhere on the road. 
 

 Remember, your best way of getting a hold of me if 
you have any questions is via e-mail.  If you would like to talk 
with me you should call my cell phone, 518-878-4374 and 
leave a message.  I will return the call as quickly as I can. 
 

 Please mail your dues to me @ 8 Clute Circle; 
Rexford, NY   12148 

 E-mail = basmith-rv@nycap.rr.com 

 Cell Phone number = 518-878-4374 

Thanks, Betsey 

President: Connie Poole 
Senior Vice President: Nelson K. Stubbs 

Secretary: Joanne Durbin 
Treasurer: Doug Key 

Immediate Past President Don Moore 

Looking Forward 

We are planning for the 2009 rally season. 

Please step forward and  

volunteer to run a rally.  

If you can please contact me so we can 

discuss dates and place.  

I can be reached at  

halloranp@charter.net 

or by calling me during the day at  

my cell phone: 860-833-6393 

It is not too early to start planning. 

Phil Halloran, Rally Coordinator. 

See p. 3 news from PHIL.  
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FMCA International Conventions for 2009 

July 20-23    FMCAôs 82nd International Convention will be held in Bowling Green, Ohio. 

See November e-Newsletter at www.fmca.com for more information. 

 

 Monaco International and Monaco Coach Corporation  

May 11-14    MONACO AMERICA Spring Rally, "Back Home in Indianaôs Amish Country" Elkhart County  

                     4h Fairgrounds, Goshen, IN.  Gary Granat  

July 14-17    MONACO INTERNATIONAL 25th Anniversary of Monaco International "Silver Celebration in  

                     Springfield" Clark County Fairgrounds, Springfield, OH.  Hosted by Carol and Riley Williams 

See www.monacointernationalrvclub.com for more information. 

 

 

 

May 14-17th:  Great Lake George Getaway Rally, Lake George RV Park, 74 State Route 149,  Lake George,  

                     NY.  Host: Jeff  Sweet, co-hosts Rich and .Alexis Grega  See www.monaconortheastexplorers.com.   

                      Rallies 2009 for details and application form or  page 5 for list of attendees and page 13 for  

                    updated schedule. 

News from The Rally Coordinator 

Well, it looks like we have a rally set up for Cape Cod, possibly on the 18, 19, and 20 of September in Eastham, MA.  

We just need to finalize dates with the campground.  So, stay tuned for the final plans. 

This has been an unusual rally season.  Many of our cadre of Rally Hosts are all involved with various activities that 

make it impossible to run a rally.  So, Iôm pushing to introduce a family who has interest, but is nervous about running a 

rally.  I want to set your fears at ease.  First, I will help you with everything.  You wonôt be left alone in this endeavor.  

Second, the two hardest things to do with a rally is find a campground, and schedule food.  And, even that second one is 

not very hard to doðpizza, sandwiches, a restaurant, coffee and doughnuts.  And, even the coffee and doughnuts are 

easy to deal with because we have our own coffee and teapots along with boxes of coffee cups, sugar, salt and pepper.  

The club will advance you $125.00 so you wonôt have to commit any of your own money.  So, think it over and give 

me a call.  The best phone to reach me on is my cell phone:  860-833-6393.  Letôs make 2009 a GREAT rally season. 

Phil 

   MNE Rally Schedule for 2009  

COME ONE, COME ALL! 

Where?  Springfield, Ohio 

When?  July 14 ï 17th, 2009 

What?  Monaco Internationalôs 25th Anniversary ñSilver Celebration in Springfieldò 

We cordially invite Monaco Northeast Explorers to attend the MONACO INTERNATIONALôS PRE-

RALLY,  ñSilver Celebration in Springfieldò 

The rally will be held at the Clark County Fairgrounds in Springfield, Ohio, July 14 ï 17th, 2009.    

The application form can be found on page 10 or on our website click on ñralliesò, Monaco International 

Rallies and download appropriate application.  Hope to see many of you there.   

Riley & Carol Williams 
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 There is another opportunity to participate and help shape our future. Officer terms expire this 

year and weôll need to hold elections for the 2010 - 11 term. The nominating committee 

(Jim Arpaia, Ann Brandt, Carol Kramer, and Colette Letouneau) would appreciate 

hearing from you regarding candidates you would recommend for nominations  

or if you are interested in running.   See 3 A-D below for requirements. 

       It’s Nominating Time for MNE,  

            The Nominating Committee is looking  

                for Monaco Northeast Explorers  

                      who will consider running for officer positions! 

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS 

 

1. DUTIES OF OFFICERS: The duties of elected officers shall be as defined in 

the Member and Volunteer Handbook. 

 

2. TERMS OF OFFICE: The elected officers of this Chapter shall serve a 2-year 

term of office.  President and Vice President(s) can serve a maximum of 2 

consecutive terms in the same office.  This 2-term limitation does not apply to 

the Secretary, Treasurer, National Director or the Alternate National Director.  

 

3. OFFICER LIMITATIONS: 

 

 A. An individual FMCA member may hold chapter office(s) in 

only 1 FMCA chapter at any given time. 

 

 B. Individual FMCA members may hold no more than 2 offices in 

the same chapter. 

 

 C. Only adults of a family unit member of this Chapter may hold 

office in this Chapter.  Associate and Honorary Members of this Chap-

ter may not hold office in this Chapter. 

 

 D. No official or member shall become vested of any right, title 

to, or interest in any Chapter property, except as required by law. 

Please refer to the STANDING RULES of MONACO NORTHEAST EXPLORERS  

for information regarding the duties of the chapter officers. 

This document is available at www.monaconortheastexplorers.com. 

The following is excerpted from the Monaco Northeast Explorers. Bylaws page 5.   
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It is that time of the year when spring has sprung.  New life is blossoming all 

over the place, which brings me to the nomination committee for Monaco 

International and new officers. 

  

   We are looking for anyone that has a desire to run for an office in Monaco International.  Any   

Monaco International member may apply for any officer or regional director position.  Some 

members are incumbent in their position, and eligible to reapply; while in other positions, the 

incumbent has reached his/her term limit, thus a new member will be elected.  The following 

positions do not have an incumbent in the position, and will have a new member elected at the 

general elections in Albuquerque NM 

  

 2nd Vice president 

  One of the two directors for each of the following regions: 

  Region 1 -covers the Northwest area & part of West Canada 

  Region 3 - covers New Mexico, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, & Louisiana 

  Region 5 - covers the Northeast area & part of East Canada 

  Region 6 - covers Central United States and Central Canada 

  

The rest of the officers have not reach their term limit, but that does not preclude anyone from 

running against the incumbent.    

  

If you would like to serve or would like to nominate someone, please contact me. 

  

Thanks, 

Ellen Brighton, Nomination Committee chairperson 

and It’s Also Nominating Time for Monaco International. 

Nominees for Monaco International or Wanted: Anyone interested in running for MI office.  

ƹGreat Lake George Getaway Rally UpdateƷ 

List of attendees for the rally follows.  If you sent in your Rally Registration and your name isn't on 

the list, contact Jeffrey Sweet immediately. 

  

     John & Natalie Anderson, Barre, VT 

   Esther & Ed Culbertson, Gradyville, PA 

    Phil Halloran, East Longmeadow, MA 

    Jeffrey Sweet, Celebration, FL 

    Sandra & Pierre Bernier, Ottawa, Ontario 

    Rich & Alexis Grega, Staatsburg, NY 

    Joe & Rosalie DôErrico Sr., North Haven, CT 

Henry Snyder & Marcia Winters, Churchville,  

Bev & Bob DesLauriers, Attleboro, MA 

Walter & Barbara Rostek, W. Springfield, MA 

Paul & Barbara Briggs, North Attleboro, MA 

Roy & Tina Black, Essex, CT 

Riley & Carol Williams, Woodstown, NJ 

John Alguire, Mechanicville, NY 
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Monaco Coach Corporation in Chapter 11    

            On-line Groups of Monaco Owners Help Fill the Void 

                                    

As most of you undoubtedly know, the RV industry has been hit hard and Monaco Coach Corporation declared 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy in early March, closing all of its production and service facilities and laying off most of its 

remaining workforce.  Most of us have been concerned about what this would mean to us as owners of "orphaned" 

coaches.  Those with newer coaches no longer had warranty coverage, there was no more Monaco tech line to call 

if you had a problem (there has been some limited response to emails), and without access to Monaco's parts and 

suppliers files how could anyone hope to track down sources for replacement parts.   

  

There was a glimmer of hope when Monaco officials confirmed at the Moultrie pre-rally that the company was in 

negotiation with a potential buyer.  Eventually it was announced that the potential buyer is Navistar and on April 

24 Monaco issued a press release announcing that an agreement has been reached and would become effective 

subject to court approval.  While that is good news, it is interesting to note that apparently Navistar is not intending 

to buy the Monaco Coach Corporation per se, but rather certain of purchasing its assets such as its intellectual 

property, its brands, and certain of its production facilities.  (See full text of the press release on p. 7.)  Much still 

remains uncertain, and likely will be for some time, about what Monaco/Navistar will look like, which products 

will/won't survive, how  technical support and service will be provided, how the company will treat the existing 

Monaco customer base and various owners groups, etc.    

  

This situation has certainly highlighted the importance and value of Monaco owners relying on and helping one 

another.  In addition to the social aspects we enjoy, sharing of Monaco specific knowledge and expertise has 

always been one of the benefits of belonging to the Monaco Northeast Explorers and the other Monaco clubs 

around the country.  Plus there are on-line groups dedicated to owners of Monaco coaches.  Two of these are the 

Monaco Coach Owners Association (MCOA) http://groups.yahoo.com/group/monaco-coach-owners-association/ 

and Monacoers http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Monacoers/.  I have monitored and occasionally posted on 

both of these boards for years, have learned a lot from them, and have gotten sound advice and assistance when 

needed.  I recommend them.  Links to both have been on our MNE web site since its inception.  

  

Members of these on-line boards who are having a problem with their coach or any of its components can post and 

typically will get knowledgeable responses in close to real time, often from several people who have had and 

resolved the same issue.  They are also great sources of "been there, done that" advice on trip routing, 

campgrounds, or any other aspect of RV'ing.   

  

As Monaco Coach Corporation began to falter, some members of the Monacoers group recognized the need and 

began to compile a parts and suppliers list and put it on-line.  This list has been continually growing with input 

from multiple sources and is available to anyone who joins the group.  There is no cost to register, and when you 

do you can choose to only read posts on-line at your convenience or choose email options.  A word of warning: 

these are very active groups, and in addition to technical issues and problem solving there is also "virtual 

campfire" socializing so choosing to receive individual emails will result in A LOT of mail volume.  But there is 

another option to get email digests which package multiple posts over a time period into each email.  This makes 

the volume much more manageable.   

  

 If you haven't already done so now is a great time to consider joining these groups and begin to take advantage of 

what they have to offer.  As long as you can get to the internet you need never be alone and on your own in any 

problem situation whether in your driveway or on the road.  Instead you'll have knowledgeable "owners helping 

owners" right beside you! 

Rich Grega 
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Monaco Coach Corporation Signs Asset Sale Agreement With Unit of Navistar, Inc. 

 

COBURG, Ore., April 24 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Monaco Coach Corporation (PinkSheets: MCOAQ) is pleased to announce that the 

Company has signed a definitive agreement to sell substantially all of the Company's RV manufacturing assets to a unit of Navistar, Inc. 

for approximately $52 million. The Board of Directors of Monaco Coach Corporation has unanimously approved the transaction.  

 

The closing of the proposed transaction is scheduled to occur no later than June 1, 2009, subject to certain closing conditions and 

completion of the bankruptcy court approval process, including the auction process and the entry of a final non-appealable sale order of the 

bankruptcy court pursuant to Section 363 of Title 11 authorizing the transfer of the purchased assets to Navistar. Monaco filed for Chapter 

11 bankruptcy relief on March 5, 2009 in Delaware.  

 

The transaction includes certain manufacturing facilities located in Indiana and Oregon. In addition, Navistar will acquire all brands, 

intellectual property, inventories and equipment relating to Monaco's motorized and towable recreational vehicle segments.  

 

Excluded from the transaction are the Motorhome Resorts segment, the Roadmaster Cargo Trailer business and several industrial 

properties. Monaco continues to work with other interested parties regarding the acquisition of its Motorhome Resorts segment and other 

assets held for sale. 

 

"We are excited to move forward with the tremendous resources of Navistar, Inc. supporting our great products. Everyone at the Company 

is ready and committed to again build the highest quality RVs in the industry, offer the best customer support and bring jobs back into the 

communities in which we operate. We appreciate the patience of our employees, dealers, suppliers and RV owners as we navigated 

through this challenging environment," stated Kay Toolson, Chairman and CEO of Monaco Coach Corporation. 

 

Navistar, with nearly $15 billion in annual sales, is a leading global manufacturer of commercial vehicles, military vehicles, diesel engines 

and related parts and services. 

 

Monaco cautions that it presently appears there will be no proceeds ultimately available to the Company from this transaction and other 

potential asset sales sufficient, after payments to creditors, to result in any distribution to the shareholders of Monaco. 

 

About Monaco Coach Corporation: 

Monaco Coach Corporation, a leading national manufacturer of motorized and towable recreational vehicles, is ranked as the number one 

producer of diesel-powered motorhomes. Dedicated to quality and service, Monaco Coach is a leader in innovative RVs designed to meet 

the needs of a broad range of customers with varied interests and offers products that appeal to RVers across generations. 

 

Headquartered in Coburg, Oregon, with manufacturing facilities in Oregon and Indiana, the Company offers a variety of RVs, from entry-

level priced towables to custom-made luxury models under the Monaco, Holiday Rambler, Safari, Beaver, McKenzie and R-Vision brand 

names. The Company operates motorhome-only resorts in California, Florida, Nevada and Michigan. 

 

Monaco Coach Corporation is listed on the Pink Sheets under the symbol "MCOAQ"  

 

Safe Harbor Statement: 

This press release contains or may contain forward-looking statements, including without limitation statements regarding (i) obtaining 

approval of the transaction by the bankruptcy court, (ii) closing of the transaction and (iii) the timing of these events. These forward-

looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties, including without limitation (i) the satisfaction of conditions to closing 

contained in the asset purchase agreement, (ii) the continued ability of Monaco to obtain interim debtor-in-possession financing sufficient 

to allow the Company to complete the transaction, (iii) the possible entry of a third party bidder into the bankruptcy process and (iv) the 

refusal of the bankruptcy court to approve the sale, together with those items more fully described in Monaco's filings with the Securities 

and Exchange Commission.  
 

The Company assumes no obligation to update these forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changes in risks, uncertainties or 

assumptions underlying or affecting such statements, or for prospective events that may have a retroactive effect. 

 

Website: http://www.monaco-online.com// 
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We have moved to :  

 137 Driftwood Lane 

 Naples Fl. 34112 

 Cell # 978-808-0713 

We will leave our RV home  and use it in 

NEW ENGLAND or there abouts in the 

summer. No more traveling down to 

Florida  in it as we have a single wide 

home at NAPLES ESTATES. 

Larry and Ann De Angelis 

Hi All,  

 

Jean and I have sold our coach (finally) so we reluctantly 

must give up our membership in the MNE.  It was a 

wonderful time while it lasted, and we will cherish the 

friendships, and the good times, for the rest of our lives. 

We were there at the beginning in Essex Junction, VT, 

where our club was charted as the largest group (at that 

time) ever charted by FMCA.  We will miss the rallies, the 

conventions, the caravans, but most of all, we will miss all 

you wonderful people. 

   We lost our tow vehicle in a freak accident and when 

fuel costs went over $4.00 per gallon, we decided to give 

up RVing, at least for now. We owned three coaches over 

the last 15 years, spent several winters in Florida, and saw 

a good part of the U.S. and Eastern Canada. We are still in 

good health and we will still travel some, but not in a 

motor home. It was not easy to sell the coach. We had it 

listed on 8 different websites, with lots of pictures and 

details, but we had only a few inquiries. It was finally sold 

through a local publication that lists everything from 

airplanes, to RVs, to farm machinery, boats, real estate, 

animals etc. You name it, they will list it. Don't count on a 

web site to sell your coach unless you list it with a very 

low price. There are just too many RVs for sale, out there. 

Once you list it, you will receive calls from other sites, 

with promises that they have someone waiting for your 

particular coach. All they really want is your $200 for the 

listing, so please beware. 

    In reference to our tow vehicle, we had dropped off our 

daughter at the Portland Jetport and were headed home on  

 MNE Member News  

the Maine Turnpike. We drove into a thunderstorm, 

the type where it was raining so hard that traffic was 

just crawling along. Our Saturn VUE took a direct 

lightning strike, the airbags deployed, and smoke 

came in from under the dash. The engine died (and 

never ran again), but I was able to pull over to the 

curb. For some reason the passenger seat got hot 

from the seat heater, and we were not sure whether 

or not we were on fire. The scary part was that we 

could not open the doors or windows. I climbed into 

the back seat to try to kick out the window when my 

brain finally started working and I located the 

manual lock on the door.  We got out OK and there 

was no fire. The antennae and 1/2 of the roof rack 

were gone, the chrome and the wheels looked like 

they had been gone over with a welding torch. The 

rear window glass was etched from top to bottom 

where the lightning followed the wire in the glass. 

Luckily, we did not get hurt, except that Jean got 

bruises on both legs from the airbag. The car was un 

repairable with only 22000 miles. Most cars today 

have electric doors and windows so please, locate 

the manual locks in case you have an emergency 

like ours. This is not our first episode with lightning, 

but that's another story. Just don't stand anywhere 

near us in a thunderstorm. 

    We love you all. We will monitor the website and 

hopefully, you will allow us to visit with you at a 

rally. 

So long for now,    

Jean and Everett White 

 

Please note that we will be moving on 

5/18 to: 

 7 Kricket Court 

 Monroe, NJ  08831 

Ann and Owen Brandt 

   (Note: street name is spelled correctly!) 

MNE welcomes members Leslie and Jimmy Hutter! 

The Hutters are from Cortlandt Manor, NY.  They are 

new to motorhoming and are both still employed, Jimmy as a welder and 

Leslie a nurse.  They enjoy Nascar, swimming, computering, their dog 

Clancy, a St. Banard, and their 2 children.  They are active in the Boy 

Scouts.  We look forward to meeting the Hutters at a rally soon. 
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As noted in my President's Letter, Alexis and I did make it out of winter's grip to attend the Monaco and FMCA rallies 

in Georgia but only after being thrown a couple of curves by the weather.  We had intended to leave NY on Sunday, 

March 1st and head to St. Augustine to spend a few days visiting Rita and Jim Arpaia before Moultrie.  But sadly 

Mother Nature had other plans.   

 A major winter storm gripped the entire east coast that weekend so our departure was delayed a couple days and then 

as we were finally ready to get started on the road I discovered that I had not done a good job winterizing last Fall and 

our pump had frozen.  This cost us a couple more days delay but we did finally get on the road in time to make it to 

Moultrie by start of the rally.  Having left single digit temperatures behind we REALLY enjoyed the warm and pleasant 

days in Moultrie and then Perry.  The bulk of both rallies were free from rain although it was wet over the intervening 

weekend which gave some of Perry waterfront lots!   

 In our case, although parked mostly on dry pavement our back wheels were on a grassy, treed median and the rain 

apparently motivated hordes of tiny ants to seek refuge in our coach and with several of our neighbors!  That proved to 

be the only unpleasant aspect of the trip.  After the rallies we headed for Myrtle Beach and spent about five weeks there 

before getting back home on April 22.   

 We are really looking forward now to kicking off our MNE rally season in Lake George and to heading for Ohio in 

July.    

 Alexis and Rich      
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 MNE Member News continued 

Greetings Fellow Travelers, 

Well here it is, the start of spring here on the west coast. Blanche and I came out to Port Orchard, Washington, from the 

FMCA Northeast Rally at the Essex Junction, Vermont Fairgrounds. Having spent 25+ years working in the Burlington, 

Vermont area, it was a thrill to get back and visit the area and long time friends there. In 2007 I sold the family 

homestead on Cape Cod, so the rally gave me more of an excuse to return to the New England area. We stopped at the 

Monaco Service Facility for warranty work and then continued our drive back to Port Orchard to celebrate the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays. Blanche has grown children and grandkids she looked forward to sharing the 

holidays with; she and I have spent the last years in Florida for the holidays. 

  

So, with spring approaching, my warranty expiring on February 19th, I called Monaco Service Center in Harrisburg, 

Oregon, in early January for an appointment. I was told the first available appointment wouldn't be until March 2nd, 

The appointment was made. We left Port Orchard, drove to Harrisburg, arriving the afternoon of Friday, February 27th. 

When we arrived, the service building was closed, the gates closed and locked, and the RV parking lot was basically 

empty.Talking to a a customer in the parking lot, the company filed for bankruptcy on February 27th and most of the 

employees were laid off. This came as a complete shock to me, I had no forewarning.  

I had received a recall notice from Cummins, so I made an appointment at Cummins in Coburg, Oregon  We went to 

have the work done. It was determined I needed a new turbo, which was covered by my warranty, and it had to be 

shipped from Indiana.  So we spent four days at Cummins until work was completed and then drove on to Lake of the 

Springs TT in Oregon House, California. I called and made an appointment at Paul Everett's RV Country in Fresno to 

do the old warranty work. Monaco no longer provides any service, parts, or technical support at this time. Fortunately I 

purchased the extended warranty which I hope covers this additional work. From there we will be travelling the west 

coast through May, when we have to return to Port Orchard for medical appointments. Haven't made plans beyond 

May. 

The very best to everyone, 

Warren and Blanche 



Well hello to everyone.   

 

We  are on the road again and enjoying our break from the 

mid-Atlantic  winter.  We left home on Superbowl Saturday 

on our way to Florida, as  a matter of interest our destination 

was to arrive in a town about  sixty miles north of Tampa by 

Sunday afternoon.  Traveling on  Superbowl weekend turned 

out to be a real blessing, there was almost  no traffic on the 

road during the entire trip. 

 

We spent our first week in Florida at a motorhome rally 

where we met  up with our really good friends from 

Mississippi.  Pat and Peggy  managed to hit a couple of quilt 

stores throughout the week.  Pat  also found a store that 

would let them bring their machines in and  work, that was 

great because they had lots of room to lay out their  projects.  

Needless to say she was in her glory the entire week.  I  had 

to get some things installed on the motorhome so I was pretty  

much grounded during the beginning of the week.  We 

needed to upgrade our satellite dish to receive HD television, 

and after four years our batteries were dead and therefore 

needed to be replaced.  But after all of that Bill and I did 

manage to hook up for the later part of  the week.  By the way 

the first two days in Florida was relatively  cold only getting 

up to about 50 degrees during the day, but afterwards the 

temperature climbed into the mid-seventies which means we 

were in shorts, sandals, and tee shirts the rest of the visit.    

While at the rally we also tried to connect up with another 

couple  from Ocala who has an RV but we couldn't make it 

work this time.  At the end of the rally we both decided to 

travel together to Tampa for  a couple days downtime. 

 

While in Tampa I decided to check the NASA website, low 

and behold  the Shuttle launch had been postponed.  What a 

break, since our next stop was Merritt Island anyway this 

would be an excellent time to try  and catch a Shuttle launch.  

Well after waiting through two more postponements I came 

to the realization that it wasn't in the cards  for us on this trip.  

But what a blast we had in Merritt Island.  One  of Pat's 

quilting friends who also lives in NJ moved down to Merritt  

Island last year.  I can't begin to cover all the places the two 

of  them visited during the week.  To add to the excitement 

another  quilting friend flew in from NJ for the weekend - 

WHAT A BLAST.  Pat  received an invitation to go to 

Washington to be presented with a  award for stimulating the 

economy, but she was unable to pull herself  away long 

enough to make the trip.  I on the other hand was the envy of 

all the men I met - I was the only rooster hanging out with  

 

 MNE Member News Continued 

three  women; life is good.  While on the east coast of 

Florida we managed  to visit an ex-coworker from J&J - 

he and his wife moved to Stuart a couple of years ago.  

This trip was especially rewarding because we  hadn't 

seen each other since I left J&J almost four years ago.  

We  really enjoyed their company and wish we had more 

time to spend  together, we will definitely have to come 

back. 

  

After leaving Florida we headed to Mississippi to visit 

Bill and  Peggy at their home on the Gulf.  Their whole 

area was devastated by  Katrina.  They spend a lot of 

precious time showing us and explaining  to us first hand 

the damage done by the storm.  The area is in the  process 

of being rebuilt but remnants of home foundations and 

gutted  buildings serve as an solemn reminder of the 

brute force of nature.   We met friends of theirs who lost 

everything they ever owned except  what they had with 

them.  For lots of people that consisted for the most  part 

of what they were wearing.  There was no house, family, 

friends,  familiar surroundings, or jobs to come back to; 

they were also all  gone.  I have to admit that seeing the 

damage from the ground level and hearing the personal 

accounts left me feeling a bit uneasy.   

The  best thing about visiting the Mississippi Gulf coast 

is eating out, and boy did we eat out.  Peggy and Bill took 

us to all the local  eateries and were they to die for; 

southern fried and spicy - we  could feel our arteries 

hardening by just sitting in the restaurant. 

 

After tearing ourselves away from the Gulf we headed up 

to  Hattiesburg to visit my niece who is in school there.  

My brother  drove down from Jackson to make the visit 

really special.  My niece told us about a 40 mile rails-to- 

trails conversion in the area, which  as you can imagine 

Pat and I spent two days riding.  By the way, the new 

bikes work very well and are much more comfortable 

than our old  ones. 

 

We are back home now, we needed to cut our trip short to 

come back to  do our part to help pay for the stimulus.  

But that is okay because  the weather here is warmer, 

although no where near what it was in the  south.  That's 

all we have for now, take care and safe travels. 

Thanks 

Donald R. Walker 
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ƹForwarding EmailsƷ 

 

Advice from Snopes.com: 

1.   Any time you see an email that says forward this on to 

'10' of your friends, or sign this petition, or you'll get bad 

luck, good luck, or whatever, It almost always has an email 

tracker program attached that tracks the cookies and 

emailss of those folks you forward to. 

 

 The host sender is getting a copy each time it gets 

forwarded and then is able to get lists of 'active' emails to 

use in SPAM emails, or sell to other spammers. 

 

2.   Almost all emails that ask you to add your name and 

forward on to others are similar to that mass letter years ago 

that asked people to send business cards to the little kid in 

Florida who wanted to break the Guinness Book of Records 

for the most cards.  

 

 All it was, and all any of this type of email is, is a way to 

get names and 'cookie ' tracking information for 

telemarketers and spammers - - to validate active email 

accounts for their own profitable purposes. 

 

3.  You can do your friends and family members a GREAT 

favor by sending this information to them; you will be 

providing a service to your friends, and will be rewarded by 

not getting thousands of spam emails in the future! 

 

If you have been sending out (FORWARDING) the above 

kinds of email, now you know why you get so much 

SPAM! 

 

4.  Do yourself a favor and STOP adding your name(s) to 

those types of listings regardless how inviting they might 

sound!  You may think you are supporting a GREAT cause, 

but you are NOT in the mail later! Plus, we are helping the 

spammers get rich! Let's don't make it easy for them! 

 

Also: email petitions are NOT acceptable to Congress or 

any other organization. To be acceptable, petitions must 

have assigned signature and full address of the person 

signing the petition.  

Submitted by Barbara Rostek 

         ƹYour Email Address BookƷ   

 

A personal account: 

 

A computer repairman says this is like having gold.  This  is a 

good thing.  I learned a computer trick today that's really 

ingenious in its simplicity.  

 

As you may know, when/if a worm virus gets into your 

computer it heads straight for your email address book, and 

sends itself to everyone in there, thus infecting all your friends 

and associates. This trick won't keep the virus from getting 

into your computer, but it will stop it from using your address 

book to spread further, and it will alert you to the fact that the 

worm has gotten into your system.  

 

Here's what you do:  

First, open your address book and click on 'new contact,' just 

as you would do if you were adding a new friend to your list 

of email addresses.  In the window where you would type 

your friend's first name, type in ' A'.  

 For the screen name or email address, type  

 AAAAAAA@AAA.AAA  

Now, here's what you've done and why it works: 

The 'name 'A' will be placed at the top of your address book as 

entry #1. 

 

This will be where the worm will start in an effort to send 

itself to all your friends.  When it tries to send itself to  

AAAAAAA@AAA.AAA, it will be undeliverable because of 

the phony email address you entered.  If the first attempt fails 

(which it will because of the phony address), the worm goes 

no further and none of your friends will be infected.  

 

Here's the second great advantage of this method:  If an email 

cannot be delivered, you will be notified of this in your Inbox 

almost immediately.  Hence, if you ever get an email telling 

you that an email addressed to AAAAAAA@AAA.AAA 

could not be delivered, you know right away that you have the 

worm virus in your system.  You can then take steps to get rid 

of it depending on your computerôs protection program. 

 

If everybody you know does this, then you need not ever 

worry about opening mail from friends.  So pass this on to all 

your friends.  

Writer unknown 

        Page 11 

Tips to Protect Your Computer  



MONACO INTERNATIONAL PRE-RALLY 

Silver Celebration in Springfield 

25th Anniversary of Monaco International 

July 14-19 

Clark County Fairgrounds 

Springfield, Ohio 

Rally Masters:  Carol and Riley Williams 

Name(s): First _____________________________ Second ____________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ City: _______________ State: _____ Zip: __________ 

Email: ____________________________________ Phone: ________________________________ 

Monaco Coach Model: ____________________________ Coach #: _________________________ 

FMCA # __________ Caravan to FMCA? (circle one) Yes   No First Timer? (circle one) Yes   No 

Handicapped Parking? (circle one)  Yes   No   (Must have state issued handicapped placard) 

Confirmation Packets (circle one)   Mail   Hold 

                                                                                                             Cost: Before June 1        After June 1 

( ) MI Member Coach and 2 persons                                                                     $300.00               $350.00 

( ) MI Member Coach and 1 person                                                                         225.00                 275.00 

( ) Guest in coach (age 12 & above) Name: _______________________             130.00                 130.00 

( ) Guest in coach (under 12) Name: _____________________________              90.00                   90.00 

( ) Non-member fee (per coach)                                                                               350.00                 400.00 

( ) Golf (per player) Name: ___________________________________                  50.00                   50.00 

                                 Name: ___________________________________ 

( ) Red Hat Luncheon – Name: __________________________________               15.00                  15.00 

 

                                                        TOTAL REMITTANCE:                      $ __________ 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 15, 2009 

Confirmation packet will be held at the gate for any applications received after June 1, 2009. 

Cancellation request must be received by June 15, 2009 for refund. 

Make checks payable and mail with application to: 

Monaco International Pre-Rally 

Rene & Colette Letourneau 

90 Anita Drive 

East Hartford, CT 06118 

Refer questions to: CLetourneau2@aol.com or 860-833-6899 

Rally Price Includes 5 nights parking (July 13 – 17th). Early parking available on July 12th at $15.00 per 

day ($25.00 per day with electric). Approximately 300 sites with 30 amp. electric are available on a 

firstcome first serve basis for the 5 nights of the rally for $60.00. All early parking and all electric will 

becollected at the gate by check or cash. (NO CREDIT CARDS) 
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Wednesday May 13, 2009 

(optional early arrival day) 

 

Thursday May 14, 2009 

 

     Afternoon - Informal Welcome Gathering 

        (Snacks Provided - *Sites 15 & 16) 

      7 pm - Welcome Dinner at Boardwalk Restaurant 

 

     Dinner choices are: 

       New York Strip Steak, Chicken Marsala, 

       Chicken Parmigiana, Pasta Alfredo with Grilled   

            Chicken 

      Grilled Atlantic Salmon 

     All Dinners include:  

     House Salad, Rolls, Choice of Baked Potato, Chef's    

        Special Potatoes or Pasta, Dessert, Coffee or Tea  

     (dinner selections will be collected on 5/14/09) 

 

Friday May 15, 2009 

     9 to 11am - Outlet Shopping (1/2 mile from Camp 

        ground) 

     Noon - Lunch Cruise on Lake George (2 hours) 

     Lunch Includes: 

        Soup du Jour 

       Tossed Garden Salad 

        Assorted Salads 

       Tomato & Cucumber Trays 

       Fresh Baked Rolls 

       Two Hot Entrees (Chef's Choice) 

       Freshly Carved Deli Sandwiches with choice of  

            Ham, Turkey or Beef 

 

     Lunch continued: 

        Assorted Breads 

        Assorted Cheeses 

        Coffee, Tea or Iced Tea 

        Dessert 

     3pm - Tour Fort William Henry (Revolutionary War) 

     5 to 9pm - FREE TIME in Lake George Village 

 

Saturday May 16, 2009 

     10am - Saratoga Auto Museum 

     Noon - Lunch Buffet at RACINO 

     Buffet includes:: 

        Full Salad Bar with the Freshest Vegetables 

            and a Variety of Side Salads 

        Multiple Soups and Home Baked Artisan Breads 

        Italian Station with Pasta Dishes and Hand Fired  

           Pizzas 

        Carving Station with other favorites like Mashed  

            Potatoes and Sauteed Vegetables 

        Asian Station with Sweet & Sour dishes 

        Lo Mein and Egg Rolls 

        Mouth Watering Desserts 

        Coffee, Tea and Soda 

 

     1 to 7pm - FREE TIME at Racinoor Downtown  

        Saratoga Springs 

        Downtown Saratoga is filled with wonderful shops. 

     7:30pm - Desert Social (*Sites 15 & 16) 

     8pm - Business Meeting (*Sites 15 & 16) 

 

Sunday May 17, 2009 

     9am - Good Bye Breakfast (*Sites 15 & 16) 

        A nice assortment of Bagels, Pastries and Donuts 

       with Coffee, Tea and Juices. 

May 14-17 2009 

THE GREAT LAKE GEORGE GETAWAY   

*Updated Schedule Also Available at  MNE’s Website 

*In the event of bad weather the main Campground Pavilion. Important update shown in blue type. Page 13 



 

Monaco Northeast Explorers 

From the Editor, 

Greetings...itõs been a while and thereõs lots of news .  

Three competing themes filled most of the space in this 

issue:  1. the launch of our 2009 rally season at Lake 

George, NY, and the rally plans now in progress for the 

remainder of this season; 2. the sale of Monaco Coach 

Corporation to a unit of Navistar and its implications for 

Monaco owners; and 3. the nomination of  officers for the 

next term beginning in 2010.   

After a relatively quiet winter for MNE, many club 

members are  in full swing  taking on new challenges.  The 

request for information below is one example of the second 

issue...how we as Monaco owners can help fill the void 

Rich Grega addresses in his article on page 6.  Fran is not a 

member of our club, however he is a Monaco owner in need 

of information.  We are also using space in Explorations to 

help Monaco International to increase its rally membership 

by including both an invitation from the rally hosts on 

page 3 and an application for the rally on page 12.   

This is a wonderful time for members of our club to join in 

the many communication sources and networks, such as the 

on-line groups, that will help òFill the Void.ó   We will 

welcome Monaco-related news,, updates, and other 

matters of interest that our members feel important to 

share with our membership via the newsletter and our 

website.  Many thanks for your contributions to this issue. 

Rita 

Rita Arpaia  

3144 Kings Road 

St. Augustine, FL  

32086 

Phone:  904-797-5735 

Cell:  203-464-7540 

E-mail:  mnexplorers@msn.com 

 

Your Northeast Monaco Connection 

Toll Free  800-541-8248 

1863 State Hwy. 5S 

West Amsterdam, NY 

www.alpinhaus.com 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

Mark your calendars! 

Monday, June 15, 2009, is the deadline for  

Issue 3 ðJuly/August  Explorations 

 

Request for Information! 

Hi,   

 I have recently purchased a 2001Monaco Dynasty 

Coach and am in need of an ownerôs manual.  Monaco 

Corporation has not been able to help me.  I was 

wondering if you could check with your members.  I 

would be willing to pay for the copying and the sending 

of the manual.  Please contact me at 

franmauk@yahoo.com 

Thanks, Fran   


